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; It is probable that presents to the value of $10,000,000
Light and ‘ were given away in this country yesterday as merry offer-
ings upon the altars of prosperity, happiness and affection.

Darkness of‘ It is probable that to ten million people in this country

A | Christmas brought nothing but unremitting toil or the mis-
! Yuletide, \erv of hunger, dirt and wretchedness. To these the thought
of green wreaths and glittering trees was a sarcasm.
Millions of people—even among those who are prosperous enough to afford
to buy modest presents—are called upon to hear a double burden during the holi-
days.

" To the shop girl the holidays come as a nightmare. She works day and night
ministering to the happiness of others. She sells the rich cloak to the rich cus-
tomer. Down in the sweatshops those who make the cloaks find no surcease of
toil even on Christmas Day.

‘The overworked expressman has no time for merriment ; the motorman hangs
_to his grip with no spare hours for turkey; the producers of the world work on
with sweaty brows ; the soldiers of warring lands fight on, with only an extra cake
of chocolate and dreams of home to cheer them: slaves groan in the caravans;
queens kneel, wailing for the dead; widows in their weeds sit by their desolated
firesides, dreaming of unmarked graves in the veldt or jungle.
% But the old world rolls on throfigh storm and sunshine, and {rom Fiji to Sa-
- marcand it was a "Merry Christmas.”

¥

In a few weeks Lord Roberts will have 180,000 men in

| South Africa for the conquest of 250,000 or 300,000 Boers.
At the end of 1779, when England was trying to conquer

the 3,000,000 people of the United States, she had 22,538

men in North America. These men had to face not only

~ | the American colonists but a French army, supported by
~_a powerful French fleet, which.disputed the command of
" the sea. And they did it so well that the campaign of 1780 was a very doleful
% one for our Revolutionary forefathers until the sunlight gleamed on King's ¥Moun-

tain.

With over eight times the forces to oppose that we had to figlit in the darkest
hour of the Revolution, and no foreign ally, the brave Boers cannot hope to keep
_mp their resistance indefinitely. They must be overwhelmed sooner or later. And
___.eten il the 180,000 men under Roberts should not be enougl, England would
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- ‘gend more, Her resources are practically inexhaustible. She can pursue Grant's
. policy of wearing away resistance by attrition.

X Thus far the British preponderance in resources has not been in evidence. In

~ the beginning of the war the English failed to realize that the superiority of a great
' ; pnwer over a small one consisted not merely in the possession of numbers in the
|\ census reports, but in their employment at the scene of hostilitics. In Samoan
':"’ warfare it is considered bad form to attack an enemy with a foree outnumbering
k- 'his own. The British apparently adopted the same policy at first, not through
. gourtesy. biit through stupidity. :

Thousands of lives were lost in South Africa before the Government began to
cend adequate supplies of troops. The war had been inevitable for some time,
a'he Boers prepared for it and the British did not. The recent disasters were the
yestilt of incompetence and lack of preparation, but in the end British numbers.
Rritish wealth and British character must win, Let us hope, for ihc sake of both
g:des, that the end may conte quickly.

. Plans are steadily going forward on a direct line with

the Journal’s policy of a “mighty navy.” .
The Brooklyn\Navy Yard, after the alterations now

 planned have been completed, will be'one of the finest Gov-

| ernment vards in the world.
The one mile of water frontage will be increased five-
BE Y lu..‘f‘l and instead of a capacity of only three battle ships

*there will be room for at least a lozen. :

% This will be accomplished by cutting the front into Rlxp There swiil be four
mnew dry docks, in addition ta_the three now in use, which are geperally in need of
repair. '

= The value of these alterations and improvements to the defensive capacity

of this city cannot he overesiimated.

" ~ Tn case of a heavy naval battle off Long Island and a temporary’ disaster to
~ our ships, adequate facilities for quick repair would be found at the navy yard.
But while these preparations are going forward the Government should not
“ﬂcglcct the building of additional battle ships: The sunset of almost every cen-
. tury since the crucifixion oi Christ has gone down red in blood.
1 The sunset of the nineteenth century threatens to be redder and more blood-
_ finged than any other. But while the country is praying for honorable and lasting
.[ peace let the Navy Department have for its motto, “More battle ships and greater
nayy yards.” TUpon these the preservation of peace greatly depends.
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England has tried and condemined the Boers hefore
Duke Cthe court of civilization on the ground that theyv occupied
, & land which they did not develop, and that when others
and ' camie in who did develop the land the Boers taxed them
 and gave them no voice in the expenditure of the revenues
- Boer. | they had produced. And the general voice of enlightened
'men is that England has made out a good case. Good or
baﬂ it is, at any rate, the case to which the whole British nation is entiumaﬁttcalh
ommitted, and for which it has thrown itself into the “hell of war.”
The other day the Duke of Westminster died. the richest man in England. A\
.\ great part of his fortune, we are told, “came from an ancestor in the seventeenth
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wealthiest portion of the West End of London now stands. It is estitmated that
jlie income is/at least £300,000 a year irom 'this property now, and as it bas all been
bmlt over upon the short-lease system, the revenue within the next guarter of a
ncmmr} may come to exceed £1,000,000."

* The family of the Duke of Westminster did not make their money from farm-

mg' that 300 acres of land, but from letting others build on it and develop it. When
‘the tenants produced wealth the landlord taxed them on it, and gave Ihen‘l no
Lyoice in the disposition of the revenues.
. Will some Englishman with a turn for logic explain briefly thawifference be-
aﬁween the position of the Duke of Westminster's tenants and that of the Uitlanders
der Oom Paul Kruger, for the redress of whose grievances England is now at
?

-
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The Evil of Trusts.

Th the Fditor of the New York Juoarnal: -
fomi Feeks ago Governor Voorheks, of New [Terser, inan interview ar Washington defended the

etion of hig State in fostering frusts,

Huo snid that ~the chief purpose of the concentrating of Intereste now geing on Is to hring
whour ceomomy in prduction.”  And he added the Tamiliar illustration of the monopolists, that
e low prices at whivh oil and =ogire sell are pretty good evidence thiat the public does not suffer
hm hese glgantie combluntions.”

Bt doesn't the publie suffer? Here in New England the Stapdard Ol Company, aller gaining

aligte control of the ol trade, has ralzed the price of kerosene oll to 104 cents per gallon, whaole-
e, ﬂll'l'rbj; compelling the votaljers to ask 14 and 15 cents per gallon, the highest price for oll in

-

o

thut the price of il has followed the upward fendency of all artlcles controlled by ftrusts,
will It be before sugir follows suit

us; prive of sugar dogs rise, will there be a siugle argument left whr :lm people should

~century having married a lady who owned a farm of some 500 acres, on w hich the

PLAN TALK WITH THE PEOPLE.

Severe Government Rules.

Editor of the New. York Jdournnal:

An alien, five feet four inches In height, welght
125 ponnds, after a five yeavs’ resldence in the
1nited States applies to a district conrt, renouncis
allegianee fo Nis native soverveizn amd s admitted
to eitizenghip. His first act apon becoming eitl-
gon whS to enter a post office examination for
clerk. He recelved the trequired percentage and
wag appolnted to a position in the United Stiles
Government service,

I wm an American, five fect three and three-quar
tor inches in height, weizght 125 pounds. I enlisted
in the United Stutes Navy in answer to a call for
volunteers. 1 received at the close of the way
{Spanish-American) an honorable discharge for my
servives to iy countey. 1 applied at the Posc
Office for an examination blank to become 3 elierk,
hut was refused, as I was gue-gquarter inch below
the required helght to handle & threée-guarter ounce
letter for the Goyeroment,

Yot I was high enovgh to haodle five-lneh shells
weighing 115 pounds,

S0 we see where equality venses to exist, and
one-guigrter of an inch in beight of & man (the
stay at home) outweighs the patriet’s services *o
his country. In conclusion 1 ask the Journal to
enlighten me a% to the reason of discrimination bx
helght whers a man short In stature, physically
well and Intelligent, Is bavred fn this capacity,
viz.. posi olfice clerk. G Byl

D, 23,

There is na provision for the exercise of
judgment in such eases by the Government.
A soldier, no matter how small physically,
may earn all kinds of medsals for herolsm 'In
the service of his country, but this counts
not & jot In his applleation to that same
Government in times of peacs for an ardinary
clerkship, I+

Goveraments have no heart in war, no con-
sclenes in peace, They exist by vote and
regulation, and unless you have the support #
of some Congressman or person of influence
vour application will ¢ount for ne more than
thut of a wild Cossack of the steppes who
has just been admitted to citiz=nship,

Alpheuso in Search of a Tailor.
Editor of the New York Journal:

f il ghve o the charlty fund Qye dollars If yau
will tall me where in New York City | can find a
mood tallor—entter and ftter.  Also an additionn!
dollar it yon will tell e what hat Is standard
anid up-to-date; I mean derby. that inkes the lead.
ine more dollar if yon will state what shoe, | e,
the last, most predeminates among business met.
[ uni no dudes hot T wonld iike to-know how
dress and be in the swim, aond to appear decentiy
when found in any city n the United States. | am
n enteful reader and admiver of your paper. I
pover wiss o word of editorial—-te is all right.

ALPHONSO,

We should like to earn moeney for charity,
but Alphonso must see on reflection that if
we hegin recommenditg Jhdividual tallors
and hatmakers there would be a riot among
the rest of our advertigsers.  The best thing
for him to do will be to look in at the Wal-
dorf-Astoria, the Stock Exchange and other
high-grade places of amusement at the hour
of the day for which he wishes to be appro-
priately dressed, and make mental notes of
the styles of coats. hais and footgear there;
then declde how much he can afford to ldy
out on his own adornmernt and fiit from shop
to shop nntil he fAnds one that comes just u;-
to his Hmit of price,

A New English Recruit.

Editor of the New York Journal:

T ain an English boy eighteen years old, and ip
tend to work my way to London to make appll-
cotfon to join the South African army.
tell e what questions 1 avill have ty answer be-
fore ther accept me?

Alsa, where dbd the word originate !

e, 24 STANLEY.

If you arve not in good health and are not an
athletic young man they will probably tell
vou that you are not wanted withoul asking
questions. .

If you fulfil these two requirements they

in

Boer™

will begin by asking your name and if you ars o

a British subject:

They will Insist upon khowing ‘your cxact
age, yout teade, if any, and if you have re-
slded In vour father's house for three years.

When thiese guestions have besn answeored 4

they will become very stern and threaten you
with twi years' imprisonthent in ca=e yon do
not anawer trathfully.

to question you about apprenticeship, impris- 3

ontnent, previou® service in the army,
riage and religion.

If you can answer Lhese questions in o sst-
jsfactory manner you may perhaps {r glven
the Queen's shilling. If they will tell
you in short mrder that you are not acecept-
able.

The word “Boer™ is & modification of the
Duteh word “Bauer,” r “farmer."”

mar-

not,

Some Sound Currepcy Suggeslions,
To the Editor of the New York Journal:

1 wonld Hke to urge rou now. anil day by day,
to agitate for whot you hase alreads advocated--
viz,, the eonverslon of Uttred States Dbonde, il
will of any holder, Inte chrvency, apd the cohyor-
sion of this currepcy back into bonds, it
will of any holder, at anuy time.

The enrrency (question is open.

However economically sound mar be the iden of
'hn,nk eurrency. the people will wnt copsent to
rnrmnnutv CUrTeneY.

* 'I'he veed now is of ﬂﬂ:lhllitv of ourrener px
pﬁnd{nx and coptracting at any time, as tragde
demands. 1

If banks; frust companies, corporptions,  indis
viduale, eonld at will convert and roumnvert, as
above, there would be no curreney ghut or famine.,

The Government should be puald for the expense
nod ‘mnke a profit by withholding interest, so that
fheonds deaw nothing while pul up fot eurrepcy.

There i= no sense or jnstlee in allowing banks, ot
any one, to diaw deible laterest.

The nbove plan meets all reqilrements of vol-
ome, flexibility und 2afety.

Now s the very time 10 urge It vigoronsly aml

persintontly, H, M. =5
Bet. 25 -
How She Was landed.
™ Bess—Ho Jeannette married a farmer. | thought

she =ald she wonld wrry only 4 man of enlture?
Nell—-And so she-did—a man of ’agdrnnm'e‘--
Chleagn News.

Not Particular.
Brown-—! hear Jones is looking aroupd for’ new
auarters.
Bmith--Ob. 1 guess he Bxn't particular dhoat
thelr newness. He borrowed, an old one from

me this mnrnlng.-&'hlu;o huvrn. 5y

LA . you.

Then they will hogig &

SEMBRICH AND DE RESZKE
WIN APPLAUSE IN “IL BARBIERE.”
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The Famous Basso,
Delights His Hearers,

Inspired with the True Comedian Spirit as Basilio, Surprises and
and It Is the Critical Opinion of Giacomo Minkowsky That

Sembrich Is the Best Rosina on the Public Stage To-da}f.

By Giacomo Minkowsky.
NI who con #lng I Bavbisre (1 Sivigifa®
“O van sing* aoything,” sild Ressini, who

wrote this opera In twelve duays on i
slrk-hed.

Nordlca, who is now almgst the oply Bronhilde,
wonlit not he abte to sing that great pare If =he
had pot stodied Rossing for yvesrs,  Fduavd Dhe
eszke: who last pight at the Metropolitan sapg
Basillo in Rossini's masterplece, showed where le
ot his abllity to manage his blz yolee as though
it were o light bavitone. Tt was po surprise to me
to hear this great Mareello of “Les Hagnooobs™
hanille hlz Lasso profunde in sueh & mezzo voce
style, for any arlist could recomulze that he.
had been nurtured on Rossinl.

Sembyrich, swho vies with Melbn for lonors ns
Rosips, Inst night played the part maenifeent]y.
In Europs nobody criticises her any more. She i<
a4 fHxeod star. Lzt pight’'s sudlence—nor o Lirgo
one, unfortunately—seamed to have o the same dls
position towatrd her, patticglarly when sle sang
“una vooe poco 1.7 Eaety ane Knows this agiil
“What can you sln@™”" the teacher nzsks of his hew
papll. “*Una pove fa,' 6f conrae  Mast fuplls
sfinleh' witd Ir, apd then give It up in, desgpmic,
That iz becanse of the alniost nsaperable QifHenl-
ties dn the seay of raphl articulation 1Y thrasts
upon the foreigoer. To soeeeed with i o tri-
nmplh for a native Itallnn,  So poch the geeater

Ty,
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trinmph for Sembrich. It wust He admitted that
the quatity of Melba’s volve 12 unlgue, bt as
Bosina she canpnot hold betr own with Sembrich,

1u the lesson seene, In which every Rosina Inter-
polates ber faverite arvly, Sembpich chiose Inst niglt
the bolepa from Verdi's “1 Vesprl Sietiani” It
wig @ fortunate choice anil won her the warmest
unnfause of the evening,

Snllgnae made biz debut Tor the season as the
Count. This tenor’s assurance s often overwhelm.
Ing, Whet He ficst came on the stage last night
na ope donbtel that e wonld wiy Rosing. Bt
what atiout his volee? His assuvavce Lhere wis
nat so hypnetizing.. As a tenor-leggere, he could
have won K= hetde and stild sung wore lightly. In
fact e did much more that wils requirdd of him
by aushody, Rosinn inelided, fol exampiv, his
vard-long cadgnza, of which the composer wis
gnlitless. 1 hoted that the publie were not grite.
ful for i

11 k= not, of conrse, o offhme for o tenor o make
acendenza in i Barbeee of 8ivighing™ but this gng
putedated Rossind himsaelr,

Thearin on Hallgnac's fivst epbeanes,
wits not Mke Angelo Mas=ind, still showsd “sehool™
wod eareful stody. Mg peciative with Flgaro was
wedk, Muach of It lnyin his middle reglerer. which
Campatiarl, with his sonovons voiee, easily ovor-
shadows Salignac’s aviing w5 a drunken soldicr
was good,

asy,

thpugh 1

Y CHRISTWANSPO T,

Apropos of Campanarl, whiv, ax the Barher, wne
really the stie of the opera, astonlshed and de-
lghted with his hegutiful upper notes, renching &
anid A ds lghtby ds @ lyeie tenor, - His Plgare 1= tho
well estalllshed to need commendition.

Hyrpah for BEduard de Reszke!  Woat othpr
hasso profundo in the wotld conlil amusé as ho
aid with hi= gleh edmedy. Tt owes a0 revelation,
e ;||||')it>:n' & found It so.  Eyverrbods knows his
musical qualliies: few appearsd (o have suspoected
the comedy . tulenr he dlapin_vnt.' Tnst qls_cln‘.

Piai-Corsi would bave mmade one of the blggest
lita of bis e if 1 hed been e, bul iowasn't, fhe
printed progrisiinie to the contenry notwithsiand-
Ing, It helug “hi= st appenrance.’’ as per the
programine tle afdlenee wirgied up to him e
mensely, He wad as comie as De Wolf Hopper,
and wll througl the andienee mn whispers of.
S nbCorst] Minl-Corsl This was dither hon
un Duifriche, who It really wuas that played the
part of Bartale: Iufriche. the old teliahle artist,
alware romdy. wis as good as Finl-Corsl possibly
catld have heen.

Bavermplster—also the evel-ready and the #l/
ways weleome—wits Rertha,  She sing her simple
arls stmply and heanfifotls. z

It wiis A vory gomd and d{ﬂrllr'd erformence of
“TE Barbiere gl Sieizila.”  Manelvelll, whe knows
it by heart, eondnefed inoa manner thie shpwed
his “predilectinn for the old  =chool of Hallan
npreri, PR

SAYS CHOLLY
KNICKERBOCKER.
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PRESUME tlat there are other plages on earth
as cheerful as New York bt Yuletile—he great
for instanee, oF the Athabazea
gronnd=—hu aavinge sest those
places;, I camnal, =1y, Al the eluly, hoaweyver,
1 behebl dimdy s coivele of chapples all on the
verge of a yvernal edninex of tears: inJthe =tveet.
1 &awe nooone ft all. Miueh disordered in mind, 1
flew up the Avenue, but the Mank windews of all
the grear honses set sadoess eclutcehing at, my
teart, Whereupon 1 bastensd home pmd  poppet
out of sight for the dny like Seralinde in o warpen.

Aot the only folk in town were e Cornelins
Vanderhilts, and T suppiose they stayed therve hes
canse they weve well engageil I their sweet doe
mesile duty of christenbig the <econd chilidi—nmmed
Grace, after lts mother, Miwx, Bromley and the
Wiisons were the only people present, all the
other Vanderbilte helivz owas dod  otherwike T
oligible. %

A= T have previowsls announesd, the Jokn faeob
Astors are 1o quit these shores for "t.lw MORe
goninl airs of the Meditorsanean, Thelr plians are
comploted, and bar the upforeseen, they will sall
to-morraw:  The  fourney dneludes  =samething of
i, Morltz, the Bivlern, with possibly @ venture
to Algerls, BEgrpt and the Niley Bome thoe in
Fobruary the Nourmahal will go Inte conpmi=elan,
when Colopel and Mrs. Astor will voyage through
the Mediterranean in eompany with a few frlends

In contradistinetionf to the elubovate feles ai
Goorglan Court 1 musl inginuaie some acconnt of
the entertalnment  now employing (he attention
of Mpg. Gould's sisterdndaw, Miss Helen Gould.
As 1T have long Indicated. Miss ?mu]ﬂ UATOS. 10
more for soclal extrivaginees, perbaps, than dued
i Fiji Islander for a plik tea, Thus while one
hranch of the Gould family funed and fretted and
planped apd sighed for the ndiﬁnt!u\u anil el

Golii desent,

barren

neve)®

of those that Know eversthing and hesd nothing. -

the aorher quietly and woestentationsly provided
happiness for a host of hapless |lttle miseinhles,
B x’wpsme after atl, whes we reduce hu:mu:
L

e

il s . W
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aetion 1o the level of philogophy we can do hn
botter than hy addiog happiness (¢ the tnivarsoe.
Imiring ber theatricalz Mips
raiant. 1

The Lee-Moore wedding 4l All Soyld’ o Sotyt-
ity wos Hecedearily qulet, anil the astonlshment
papressed T centalh quarters Al the  so-ealled
ahruptuess af the ceremonial is nejther in goml
tnste nor sultahle o the oceaslon.  Miss Moore's
father dohn Godfrey Moore, dipd s little less than
xix mopths ago.  Miss Moore was inodeep mourn
ing, and natorally she conkd mot conntenance a
grand  affair. Her stepmother, who was Mlss
Hartshorne, was with heroat the ceremonial, and
it Is unnecessary to add that Mrs. Mopre fs e
voted to bota Mre. Tee and Migs Fajth Moore: the
wounger shuter.  Mre. Moore, by the wayx; is al
wost the exact age of the twa deughters of fhe
Infe bankog. dnd 1t was through her companion:
ship with TthHe two girle thar she aevied Mr.
Maoore, many Yeavs Her senlor.  Lientepnsnt-tiols
nel Liee i now Miltary Attache at the British Em.
bissy In Washlngton, where, 1 presuge, he atid
his Bekde will make theie home, He Is o breilllant
otleer of artilery, and a great favorlie in all
branches of the Amevican army, his coolpess,
conrage and aminbilify ot Sputiago making Him
a eonspienons fgnre an thit variegated feld. 2

Phere §s a0 cerigin chaos in soclety this seasoil
die more or less to the plgues snd perty eabald
that add spive to the vaviety aof life, Now, for
instaner, weo huve one set disbandiog anil another
forming. & rveadjustment of the firmament, #n
occasionnl eclipse and nebulae of sithdrawing in-
portants.  Oceasionally a bright meteor fashes
across our dazcipd  sizht. buros o moment  and
then fades into o drowning darkness. | This of
conrse, doesn’ apply o the Towngend Burdens or
to Mrs. Ollie Haeriman.,  The Burdens ave our for
Jhe season nml Mrs. Harriman is merely enfoy-
mk herself In new sphetes.  Then the Haery Me
Viekate have been graduatod from the Opleichs’
set thiough ‘the tutelage and grace bf Willie K,

¥

Gonild appeared quitel

Vanderbilt, while., on the other hangd, the Jmmy
Freese contingent han faded Inte junocnons desne
tirde Tor-the season,  Alsa the Howard Constables,
af whom we heard o grent deal some mponths ggo,
Nhve spparently withdrwwn, and we-shall bave no
word fronl fhim ot gl J

[ suppose thie tenewed stecesses of the Mo
Vickarz are doe o thelp Intelligenss, tact and
amnsing quallties, something with shich Willle K.
will forever hadze himeell aliout as doth A King.
So on with the dafee—"8 4 great yearl Pueb
open the gates, sirfke the pote of prajfe, attuns
the shawms ta {he frmninrl royil enr, and—and.

“-nll. A mwwnlln
CHOLLY K\IL'KFRBOCK!:R

e Nntes of Society.

Mrs, Angoh Phelps Siokes'= “bal poudre’ this
evening i her nesidence, No. 220 Madlsen ayennub.
projidses 1o e l‘lf‘l’l"l“l"l‘!' pleturezqiie,  The girls
will sl be deessed alike, Th zowns of white or-
gandie teimmoed with holly.

The (wocand, of the Dt Coverler dances will be
Nelid at Sherry’= this evening.

The seaond of the serles of dnoees arranged hy
H. Ir. Mills will joke ploce his evening at Del:
rmonico’s,

he ffth of ot
citils st the plann oo \\ szuera musie dramas wig

B held this sioeiiog fn (e Beekeley Lyeeun. My,
Schenrk's sabjeet will e CTrision und . Tsolde.’”

The recHals are lm-lur thip patronpge of Mrs. W,

Bapard (hitting, Mes, Chavled 1 Stickner, Mra. 1.
\lmul- Sande, Mes, Juines L, Bovelny, Mra. Froid-
orfek H. Benedler, Mre. I, Townsend Burden ami
others,

Mrs. (liver B B° Belront will =all for Kurape on
the Campairdn ol Baturdir.

Mrs, Nicholns Flsiils Waving erected ot the norih
entranee of the Toagedoe Park o lavge brick hul d‘r

i whieh witl be dedledted th the me of
JAﬁ’ Hn"mﬂmu Fish, Jr. Onihe vn:anr;:'?”e
inseription.  In the lnrhlﬁ mnmur' ut%d

f«mli .l].. Soffm LT, 8 Mnﬁm.
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